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Illinois Pollution ControlBoard STATE OF ILLINOJS
JamesR ThnpsOnCenter Pollution Control Board
100W. Rafldolph St
Siiit11-500
ChicagoJL 60601 c:,)c’
DearMs. Gunn, ~7
In April 2004,the illinois Associationof WastewaterAgencies(IAWA) submittedaproposalto the
illinois Pollution Control Board proposingto lower the dissolvedoxygencriteriafrom 5.0 mg/I to 3.5 mg/I
duringthe months of July throughFebniaiy. I amwritingyou to ask thatyou reject IAWA’s request. The
proposed reductionindissolvedoxygencriteria will not improve the conditionof illinois streamssuchas
the FoxRiver, ratherit will havethe oppositeeffectby further degradingwaterquality andharming
aquaticlife. Thecurrentillinois standardfor dissolvedoxygenfollows U.S.Environmental Protection
Agencyguidelinesandpast scientific studiesdo not support alower standarctTherefore,the Illinois
Pollution Control Board should rejecttheproposalto lower dissolvedoxygenstandards.

In 2002,theFox River wascategorizedas impairedby the Illinois Environmental ProtectionAgency. One
of the reasonsfor the river’s impairment is low dissolvedoxygen. The effectsof low dissolvedoxygenin
rivers suchasFox arewell documented. At extremely low oxygenlevels,fish kills, result. Low dissolved
oxygenlevelsin the Fox River will alsonegativelyimpact fish speciesthatspawnin late summer, and
sportfishsuchas sinallmouth bassaresensitiveto low dissolved:o~ygenievels.Freshwatermusselsand
other aquaticmaçminveitebratesarealsonegativelyaffectedbylowdissolvcdoxygen.The~aquatic.fauna
in theFoxRiver is alreadythreatenedby deteriorating waterqualitywith severalspeciesbecommg
extirpatedfrom thewatershedin recentdecades Lower dissolvedoxygenwill’ only exacerbatethe
problems the Fox River faces.

RobertSclianzelmade~’follewing.comrnents.o~ihehalf,f llinis~Cliapterof.the~-Aie~icanFisheries
Society regardingtheproposal:“The Illinois Chapter ofthe AmericanFisheries Societydoesnot support
relaxingfilmois’ existingdissolvedoxygenstandardsbecauseinsufficientevidenceis available thatsuch
actionwill not haveserious and irrevocable consequencesfor the state’saquaticbieta- thatis, the science
doesI~otsupporttheproposedchanges.” Schanzelalsostates“To lower quality standardsnow, would not
servethe bestinterestseither of Illinois’ citizensor its aquatic resouives.”

The conditionof the Fox River is impactedby multiple stressors.As thesesiressorsbecomeintensified the
ecosystemdeteriorates. The degradationof the Fox River hasandwill continue to affect the well beingof
its iesidents.~.IaFebruaiy.201)4,overJ3.0,000residentsinAu wererecommendedlo.boil theirwater.
A reportprepared by WestonSolutionsindicated thatthe majority of theblame for the boil order couldbe
placedonthe deterioration of water quality in theFoxRiver. Theproposedrule changeby IAWA will not
improve thecondition of Ihe Fox River, but it hasthepotentialto accelerateitscledliningcondition. Thus,
it shouldbe rejectedby the illinois Pollution ControlBoard.

Thank youvery much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,


